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Prayer/Candle 4: Lamentations 2:10-13, 21a 

Side A: The elders of Daughter Zion sit on the ground in silence; they 

have sprinkled dust on their heads and put on sackcloth. The 

young women of Jerusalem have bowed their heads to the 

ground. 

Side B:  My eyes fail from weeping, I am in torment within; my heart 

is poured out on the ground because my people are 

destroyed, because children and infants faint in the streets of 

the city. 

Side A:  They say to their mothers, “Where is bread and wine?” as 

they faint like the wounded in the streets of the city, as their 

lives ebb away in their mothers’ arms. 

Side B:  What can I say for you? With what can I compare 

you, Daughter Jerusalem? To what can I liken you, that I 

may comfort you, Virgin Daughter Zion? Your wound is as 

deep as the sea. Who can heal you? 

All: “Young and old lie together in the dust of the streets; my 

young men and young women  have fallen by the sword. 

 

Prayer/Candle 5:  Isaiah and a Story of  Guatemalan Genocide 

Speaker:  A reading from the Book of Isaiah: 

Is this the manner of fasting I wish, of keeping a day of penance:   

 



ears and see with your eyes, that we may act as your liberating and 

reconciling hands. 

 

 

Prayer/Candle 6:  Adapted from “Rwandan Genocide Survivor Recalls 

Horror”  

(http://www.cbsnews.com/2100-18560_162-2218371.html?pageNum=2&tag=contentMain;contentBody) 

 

Speaker:  What prompted the genocide? There are things you can point 

to. The Hutus had long-standing resentments against the Tutsis, who 

formed the nation's elite. They had the better houses, better jobs.  

 

Radio broadcasts called day and night for the Hutus to go out and kill 

Tutsis and the Hutus were told by their own leaders that if they didn't 

join the killers, they would join the dead.  

 

There are things you can point to, but do they explain what happened? 

What could possible explain what happened? 

 

Here's one explanation from one killer who had been Immaculee's 

neighbor, Alex Ntibirukee, who spent 11 years in prison after 

admitting he killed six people:  

 

All:  "They told me that I would be rewarded with a piece of land 

and a banana plantation. They told the same to other people, but 

you see they didn't give me any banana plantation. They told us to 

kill, and we killed. We just did it." 

 

Speaker:  He had grown up with Immaculee and been her family's 

handyman. Asked if he and the others would have killed Immaculee 

had they discovered her, Ntibirukee says: 

 

All: "Because of the way I was, I would have attacked her 

definitely." 

 

Speaker:  For days, then weeks, then months, the seven women stayed 

squeezed into the tiny bathroom, surrounded by evil. 

 

Asked what was going through her mind, sitting in the bathroom hour 

after hour, Immaculee says: 

 

All: "How are they going to catch us. Where they will start cutting 

you. If they will rape you." 

 

Speaker:  She says she was terrified the entire time she was cooped up 

in the tiny space. They all expected to be killed, eventually. One said 

she just hoped she'd be shot and not tortured; another made the pastor 

promise to put dirt on her corpse so dogs wouldn't eat her. 

 

And what did the women have to eat? Not much. 

 

All:  "I remember sometimes we used to eat just…beans. And 

there was this little insect that came out of the beans. And he 

brought it. It was, 'Jesus, well how am I going to eat it?'" 

 

Speaker:  But after a while, she managed to eat, by closing her eyes. 

Still, Immaculee said she lost 40 pounds - one third of herself 

disappeared during her three months hidden in the bathroom. 

 

All:  "I was completely a skeleton. I remember…thinking, looking 

at my hands. And I was like, 'This is what the biologists used to 

tell us, you know. We are really-we have a skeleton like this.' …I 

can see every bone."  

 

(Pause) 

 

All:  Help us, oh, exalted God, to remember the genocides of 

Rwanda which we keep at a comfortable distance. Empower us to 

act in accordance with the challenge our memory brings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cbsnews.com/2100-18560_162-2218371.html?pageNum=2&tag=contentMain;contentBody


Conclusion once all candles are lit: Leo Baeck’s Survival Story 

Speaker: In the camp we would assemble in the darkness. To light a 

candle there, or even a match, would have brought immediate 

disaster upon us. We spoke about matters of the spirit and 

eternal questions, about God, about Jews in the world, about 

the eternity of Israel. In the midst of the darkness, I sensed 

light in the unlit room, the light of the Torah. 

 

Reflection 

 

Prayers of the Faithful: 

Speaker: For the victims of genocide, both past and present  

All: Have mercy 
Speaker: For those who have died in concentration camps 

All: Have mercy 
Speaker: For those who died at Auschwitz  

All: Have mercy 
Speaker: For all those who died at Chełmno  

All: Have mercy 
Speaker: For all those who died in Belzec  

All: Have mercy  

Speaker: For all those who died in Majdanek  

All: Have mercy  

Speaker: For all those who died in Sobibor  

All: Have mercy  

Speaker: For all those who died in Treblinka  

All: Have mercy  
Speaker: For all those who have died in modern genocide 

All: Have mercy  

Speaker: For all those who have died in the genocide and civil war in 

Guatemala and Rwanda 

All: Have mercy  

Speaker: For all those displaced by war and brutality  

All: Have mercy  

Speaker: For women, men and children 

All: Have mercy  
Speaker: For the maimed and the crippled 

All: Have mercy 
Speaker: For the abandoned and the homeless 

All: Have mercy 
Speaker: For the imprisoned and the tortured 

All: Have mercy 
Speaker: For the widowed and the orphaned 

All: Have mercy 
Speaker: 
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