8QLYHUVLW\ &RXQFLO RQ 7HDFKLQJ
SHSRUW DQG SHFRPPHQGDWIRRQRWRQGH WREFS UBINOMDLWQ DW %R\
$SULO

,QWURGXFWLRQ

7KH 8QLYHUVLW\ &RXQFGOER @/ KH DBRKRLYRIVIAD W R ONRHR N LQW R
JUDGH FRPSUHVVLRQ DW % RVWFRE® RHRO®HMIE RDFGOMRRY/IRD/MNHID W
EH ZDUUDQWHG *UDGH LQIODWLRQ LV



3URYLGH GDWD RQ JUDGHV WR WKH IDFXOW\ FKDLUV DQ
W LV FOHDU WR W K®IDF&7 RN K\DQRR INKHHGUIHH LIDERXW JUDGHV [
VWDQGDUGY DPRQJ IDFXPWaHITPEMPN QI EKIDLHWEY 2+RZ G
UHODWLYH WR P\ SHHUWDUWGE D2TUXHVIPLARWR MKHQ SKURE O H
VWHS LV WR SURYLGH GDAWHY RWR ARPE N D QW FRX FKID UWV 7
UHFRPPHQG WKDW DW W WH Hi QG JR IV WK VSHPRMLVB HUW K H 1 |
IDFXOW\ ZLWK FRSLHV WR FKDLUV DQG GHDQV
7KH HQUROOPHQW LQ HDFK FRXUVH WDXJKW
7KH DYHUDJH DQG PHGLDQ JUDGH LQ HDFK FRXUVH W
7KH GLVWULEXWLRQ R IGOHWWHWPIUR IG ER WH{ SV KN \QHK P
DQG WKH SHUFHQWDJH L QVRNMDIFE I WX Hifl @ WY FREEXDY H
7KH RYHUDOO DYHUDJHVWKHE&H 8 B UWFHQIW \ QFSV | RRU
IDFXOW\ PHPEHU LV W HOFH IGHISDQ WRHEBWRDQ/FKRRO
JRU FRPSDULVRQ WKH RYHUDOO DYHUDJHV RI WKHVF
VFKRRO IRU VRPH SULHRU ESRFERPUMN AHDU PLJ
EH SURYLGHG
20GHU 8&7 PHPEHUV UHED Q@ IRUPO WRRY RDWUKRXWLQ!
IDFXOW\ FKDLUV DQG GHDQV

7KH $ 6 (3& UHSRUW UHIHUHQFHG DERYH VXJJHVWYV WKDW
OLQH WKH QXPEWBHVFROBDEFK FRRVR A B 6 XICOQVWDIQWO WK
DUH HQWHUHG BHXQYD®UYRBEHPWRWYRGEOQS SSLRYDO ,Q WKLV
PHPEHUV FRXOG LQVWDWQWOALEXMH PMKHRU HDBKH RBGXUVH EF
VXEPLVVLRQ 7KH 8&7 VXSSIROWMWWKDWGEHND PEXWDNH P
LPSOHPHQW WKDQ VLPSO\ SURYLGLQJ VXPPDULHV DW WK

,QLWLDWH ZLGH GLVFXVVLRQ RI JUDGHV DQG JUDGLQJ QF
'HDQV VKRXOG DVN HD ER VGH SV WPW\QLR QWR DLERXW JU
HVWDEOLVK LWV RZQ JRXGIGQEHQRHWVHLWKHW IFV PHG
JUDGH SRLQW DYHUDJRINVWY@HQSHUEKR WHEFHVYYH YD
JUDGHV RU ERWK 'HSDUWPHQW G LPLHK WQF®WREFHR\RER
ODUJHU SHUKDSV ! DG MP DXODMKIHERYUMHHW WHG W
GHSDUWPHQWYV WR VXERHWH EWHAXVYHRRVW @@ QRUT
2Q0FH JXLGHOLQH® MVKHHYVHWRDXEDE \BM R ORPX QD F B O/\M G L
GHSDUWPHQW LQFOXGLQVUHSIHUM GVLOMWDRXEGIW\ WK B ¢
QHZHU IDFXOW\ SDUWLXXODRIP RZHOBRRPAG GRYPV VL
OLWWOH LGHD Rl KRZ WKHLU FROOHDJXHV JUDGHG
(DFK VFKRRO VKR XO G DHVQD EQRWKVL VBW RIS YUX Q G H U
RI Bd@oc FRPPLWWHH RU WKHLU (3&fV 7KH /DZ 6FKRR
DQG KDV HVWDEOLVKHGHRAH DB ® CFIRRX-E R B VBNOKXYHV IR
ERWK ODUJHU DQG VPDOOHU FODVVHV
J)DEFXOW\ REYLRXVO\ Q H3HY MDAWMHI OBIRPEQRUWY WRRZHY
IDFXOW\ PHPEHU GHYLEBWWNKH WGRPSDBWPW W WWKDW L
VKRXOG EH KHOG DFFRXQWDEOH WR GHSDUWPHQWDOC
UHDVRQV IRU WKH GHYLDWLRQ /LNHZLVH FKDLUV R



VLIQLILFDQWOW ERWKMHKRVAKRROV VKRXOG EH DVN

GHYLDWLRQV WR WKHIQUVGHD® VW KRKIKD GHOIKMYWLRGLFDOC
GLVWULEXWLRQ¥XLMWX WWKHL GUWMEFKRROTYV 21ILFH

J)DFXOW\ VKRXOG EH D-MNHGU W& HU 6 DE AW QAWK G H
HYDOXDWLRQV DV SWDHUWN HR4 W/WKRIFBIQ@ XIDFK \HDU

$UH 7KHVH OHDVXUHV 1HFHVVDU\"



LPSO\ WKDW WKH DFDGHPLF RI[SH&FMDBEWQ RQ \K DS WGHPPIDL@GI\G
VWXGHQWY KDYH JERW WQ QDVWH B & ALY B WWHSS WDYM WR KDYH
JUHDWHU WKDQ WKH ULVH LIQVMWQ WY 3 WP SINPXFIRANHBIY SUHQ R W |
VWDWLF EXW GHFOLQLQUGWIHID BFMRYPROD ARDOIDMHQJILQJ FDP

7KH DUJXPHQW WKDW |BEHRXPRUNHODENR URKN QVQLYWINGWRJ ZD\
ORUH ULJRURXV JUDGQ@IWM WRKERK MWK &BOW R RPSEDMQ IHDU
VWXGHQWY PD\ UDQN WKHP ORZXHY RQ WRRUYY KW WIROKID \8 DRIGN
IRU QRQ WHQXUHG DQG SDUW DAPHUI E K Q WRKDAR EDBIEH/QU WILKH C
EHWWHU FRXUVH HYDOXDWDLRMWRYLQRMD @X\B\8 RGUWHNG EDFXOM
VWXGHQWY DQG KROG WKH OLIQH KR.Q KIW\DVE L\VQA) XKGCHYGHWV IR P BI ORKID
REYLRXV WKDW W KWKWWBH G B BDX\OMWY HPHPHEFRW Y | WKHUH ZHUH
JUDGLQJ HVWDEOLVKHG E\ GHBED®®RB W WR/QDQIBWLKR RRIVI DFK
JUDGLQJ ZRXOG QRW EH DQ LVVXH

&ORVLQJ VWDWHPHQW

7R FRQWURO JUDRHJHYMLRWYLRPQ ® @E VROV IR RW® KI) GRYIYG XL
PHPEHUV WR GHSDUWPH QWD VEK B L3UNR Y\RAK/RIRO RG HIFE VQ HDH G
WKLV SUREOHP 7KH 8&7 UNPRISAPHREBRYWKEHW.DEEB DV D ILU
DGGUHVVLQJ WKLV LVVXH DW %& :H KRSH WKDW E\ PDNLQJ
VROLG JUDGH GLVWULE X WQRQL GHOWHQ D® G IMFXR/XYULBOLR O WKL
S8QLYHUVLW\ ZLRD EKHDESHDWR VOLUDO RI JUDGHV DQG DFKLI
GLVWULEXWLRQ



The above graph is a composite of 80 years of undergraduate grading in the US. Schools represented are listed below. This work
would not have been possible without the help of many people including registrars, institutional assessment staff, archivists and
random people who decided to search on the web and send me data. Thanks to all, Stuart Rojstaczer, stuart.rosh@gmail.com.
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Schools Represented
Alabama 1991-2006
Appalachian State 1968-2006
Auburn 1924-2006

Carleton 1974-2004

Central Florida 1976-2006
Central Michigan 1977-2006
Colorado 1989-2006

Cornell 1990-2006
CSU-East Bay 1980-1999
CSU-Fullerton 1976-2005
CSU-San Bernardino 1965-2006
Dartmouth 1989-2006

Duke 1932-1960, 1969-2001
Florida 1989



University Council on Teaching, April 2009
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